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I .  Name 

historic name Lee Memorial Park 

other number Lee Park File # 

2. 

street number 1832 Johnson Road 
city or town Petersburg 
state code VA code 730 

not for publicatio
vicinity 

Zip 23803 
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3. Agency Certification 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Act mended, hereby that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility the documentation standards for registering
in the National Register of Historic Places meets the procedural and professional requirementsset 

in 36 Pan 60. opinion. the does not meet the Register Criteria. I 
recommend that property be considered significant nationally statewide locally. See 
continuationsheet for additional comments.) 

Virginia of Resources 
or and bureau 

In 
 opinion, the property d o e s not meet the Register ( See continuation sheet 
for comments.) 

DateSignature of commenting or other 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park ServiceCertification 
I, hereby certify that this is: other (explain): 

in the National 
See continuation sheet. 
determined eligible for the 

National Register 
See continuationsheet. Signatureof Keeper 
determined eligible for the National Register 

removed from the National Register Date of Action 
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5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

- private - x- public-local 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- buildiig(s) - x- district 
7 

site 
7 

structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
-2- - 2 - buildings 

3 - - 2 sites - - 
2 -- 0 structures - - 
0 -- - 0 - objects 
7 -- 4 Total - - 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register - 0- 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

6. Function or  Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: -Recreation and Culture- Sub: O u t d o o r  recreation 
- Landscape - City Park 
- Landscape - Conservation area 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: -Recreation and Culhm\ Sub: O u t d o o r  recreation 
- Landscape C i t y  Park 
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7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
- Late 19' and Early 20' Cenuiy American Movements- 
- Other: Naturalistic Landscapes 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation -brick 
roof -tin, asphalt 
walls -weatherboard 

other -stone, earth, plant material, water- 

OMB No. 10244018 

Lee Memorial Park 
City of Petersburg, VA 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

-x- A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad panerns of 
our history. 

-B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
-x- c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

-D Property has yielded. or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D acemetery. 

- E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

- F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from insmctions) 
- Community Planning and Development 
- Ethnic Heritage - European 
- Ethnic Heritage - Black 
- Landscape Architecture 
- Social History 

Period of Significance -1921-1940 

Significant Dates -1921 
- 1935-1 940- 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Alliliation -N/A 

OMB Na 10244018 

Lee Memorial Park 
City of Petersburg, VA 

ArchitectIBuilder -City of Petersburg, VA 
- Petenburg Garden Club 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark - recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

- recorded by Historic AmMican Engineering Record # 
Primary Location of Additional Data 
- X- State Historic Preservation Oftice 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 
- Other 
Name of repository: 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of Property -Ca. 300 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1- - L-- - 
3-- 4--- - X- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of,the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle: Donald G. Jones. Ph. D.. Policv and P l a ~ i n e  Group Manaaer 

Organization: -Cultural Resources, Inc. date-March 30,2000 

street & number: -705 Caroline Street telephone-540-370- 1973- 

city or town-Fredericksburg state-VA- zip code -22401- 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and propenies having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional Items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name -City of Petenburg, c/o B. David Canada, City Manager- 

street & number-City Hall, Room 201,135 N. Union Street - telephone-804-733-2301 

city or town-Petenburg state-VA- zip code -23803- 
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7. Summary Description: 

Lee Memorial Park is a 300-acre park located at the southem edge of the City of Petersburg and 
lying mostly west of the Willcox Lake reservoir. In 1921, the City of Petersburg designated 462 
acres as Lee Memorial Park and actively developed the park during the 1920s with roads, trails, a 
swimming area and bathhouse, picnic tables, and baseball diamonds. During the Great 
Depression the Petersburg Garden Club, under the guidance of Mrs. Donald Claiborne Holden, 
was authorized by the Works Progress Administration to create the Lee Park Wild Flower and 
Bird Sanctuary. Local women were responsible for maintaining the sanctuary and it provided 
work for unemployed women while at the same time preserving and protecting native 
wildflowers being lost due to residential development and other activities. Beginning in 
December of 1935, crews of African-American women began to clear ravines to create the 
wildflower preserve that eventually included 25 acres. They planted and labeled flowers, cleared 
trails, planted trees and shrubs and created a bird sanctuary. The legacy of this project was 
preserved in the Lee Park Herbarium through the collection of numerous species of plants as a 
permanent record of the flora of the sanctuary. By 1940, economic conditions in Petersburg had 
improved and the WPA ceased funding the Lee Park Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary. The park 
continued to be a popular recreational area until the lake was closed in the early 1950s to avoid 
integration. Portions of the park were later sold to residential developments and other interests, 
reducing the park to its current 300 acres. Most of the areas covered by the WPA wildflower and 
bird sanctuary have remained largely unaltered and the park still contains most of the plant 
habitats that existed during the 1930s. 

Contributing Resources (structures and landscape features): 

Two contributing buildings: the park superintendent's house and the bathhouse. 
Three contributing structures: Willcox Lake reservoir, the Civil War earthworks and the park's 
system of roadways, paths and trails 
Two contributing sites: the park's general topography and the Lee Park Wild Flower and Bird 
Sanctuary. 

Noncontributing Resources (structures and sites): 

Two noncontributing buildings: Two cinderblock outbuildings at 1616 Defense Road 
Two noncontributing sites: Willcox Lake Pavilion picnic area and Cooper Field, a modem 
ball field 
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Narrative Description 

Lee Memorial Park encompasses approximately 300 acres located along the southern edge of 
Petersburg, Virginia. The park is relatively long (north to south) and roughly rectangular in 
shape. It is bordered generally on the north by Interstate 85; on the west by Baylor's Lane and 
Defense Road; on the south by Norfolk & Southern Railroad tracks; and on the east by Johnson 
Road, Defense Road, and a line along the east bank of Wilcox Branch north of the Willcox Lake 
dam. Willcox Lake (approximately 18 acres in size) occupies the eastern edge of the park. With 
the exception of several recreational areas, most of the remaining acreage is wooded. 

The topography of Ule park varies considcnbly. Willcox Lake was forn~ed ca. 1895 by 
damming a brancll of Licutcnant Run; thc cast and west banks of lbc lakc arc cxtrcn~cly 
steep and are notched wit11 deep ravines. The central and wcstcrn portions of the park arc 
nlostly lcvcl to gently sloping land, but t l~c southern cud slopcs nlore stccply down to the 
hcadwatcrs of Willcox Lakc. 

Thc park is boundcd by city strects, an interstate highway, and railroad tracks along n~uch 
of its pcrimctcr; thus relatively few houses abut the propcrty. Acccss to the 111ain intcrior 
portion of thc park is provided by one main road that basically forn~s an extension of 
Baylor's Lane where it crosses Dcfcnse Road in tllc north-ccntral portion of the park. 
Baylor's Lane apparently was bordcrcd on both sidcs by thc park until t l~c  City of 
Pctcrsburg sold the ~~orthwcst conlcr of the park wl~crc t l~c  Virginia National Guard 
building currently stands. 

The maill access road enters a relatively levcl cleared area. East of thc entnncc road is 
thc Willcox Lakc picnic pavilion; on thc wcst is a portion of thc Dininlock Linc, Civil 
War carthworks tl~at run across Lee Park cast to wcst 011 both sidcs of  Willcox Lakc. T l~c  
elltrance road thcn passes through a cut in the carthworks (not gatcd), extcnds soutll 
through thc centcr portion of the park, past Cooper Ficld (a niodcni bascball/soltball 
facility) west of the road. The wooded area cast of the road is the 1ocatio11 of a Works 
Progress Administration (WPA) wild flowcr preserve that was created bct~vccn 1935 and 
1940; wcst ofthc road is t l~c  bird sa~~ctuary that also was crcatcd as part of tl~is WI'A 
project. A branch off of tllis main road NIIS dircctly south (toward tllc railroad tracks), 
down to the hcadwaters of Willcox Lake, but t11c main road loops castward toward the 
lakc, then north and west, illtcrsccting with itself ncar Cooper Ficld. Along thc castcnl 
portion of tl~is loop, tile road runs along thc cdgc of thc ravincs that linc thc lake, 
providing a numbcr of sccnic vicws; aiuc11 of tlic plsnling activilics associated with tllc 
WPA wild flowcr prcscrvc took placc on thc llills and in thc n v i ~ ~ c s  in this scction of the 
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park. A scrics of trails brancl~ off fro111 thc loop road and cxtcnd across thc cast-facing 
slopcs of Willcox Lakc ar~d down into t l~c  ravincs. 

East of thc main cntrancc to tlic park, past thc Willcox Lakc pavilion, is a wood fran~e 
l~ousc (IGIG Defcnsc Road) with two large cindcrblock outbuildings. This I~ousc, which 
sits atop a hill directly abovc and in  linc wit11 tht Willcox Lakc dam, oncc scrvcd as t l~c  
Park Supcrintct~dcnt's rcsidcncc. Brick stairs dcsccnd tllc stccp slopc down fron~ t l~c  
l~ousc to tlic dani and lakc; t l~c  slopc is covcrcd wit11 nlaturc ornamental plantings tllat 
also datc to tllc WI'A projcct. On IIIC oppositc (cast) sidc of tllc dam is a long, 
rcclar~gular wood framc buildi~lg that was co~istructcd as a ba~ l~ l~ousc  for ihc Willcox 
Lakc swimming area in thc 1920s. 

Historic Context for Lee Menlorial I'nrk 
Thc natural rcsourccs in the area of Lcc Mcn~orial Park l~avc bccn atlnctivc lo a varicty 
of pcoplc since prehistoric timcs. Located approxirnatcly 1.5 ti~ilcs soutl~ of the 
Appo~natlox Rivcr bctwecn headwater branchcs of Licutcnant Ilun, a tributary of thc 
Appon~altox, LCC Mcn~orial Park is situatcd at thc inlcrscclion of major physiograpl~ic, 
gcologic, and botanical zoncs. Thc Fall Linc (whcrc tllc Picdn~ont rcgion i~itcrsccts t11c 
Coastal I'lain) is an cxtrcri~cly rich arca in tcr~ns of thc typcs and dcnsitics of sitcs 
tl~roughout all prcl~istoric periods. No prcliistoric silcs havc bccn rccordcd witl~in tlic 
boundaries of Lcc Mcn~orial Park, altl~ougl~ a null~bcr of such silcs arc in thc surrounding 
rcgion. 

A varicty of interesting geologic specimens and fossils apparently havc bccn rccovcrcd 
by local residents from in and around the strcanl bcd of thc Willcox Branch, tllai lcads 
from Willcox Lakc to Liculcnant Run. Tlic arca also has bccn known for its rich and 
varicd botanical rcsourccs at lcast since thc latc scvcntcc~~tl~ ccntury, when kcv. John 
Dannislcr, a noted Virginia naturalist, livcd i l l  thc arca. Ollicr notcd Virginia naturalists 
who visilcd this rcgion included Dr. Jarncs Grccnway (cC Kobcr and Warc in prcss). 
Thus, thc natural landscape of Lcc Mcn~orial Park and tllc surrounding area 11as had an 
itnportaat influcncc on tlic dcvclopitig cultural landscape of tllc park. 

Europcans began lo sctllc the rcgion by thc inid-scvcnlccnth ccntury, and lhc I'ctcrsburg 
arca ittitially was founded as a fronticr outpost on thc Appomattox Rivcr. Most of l l~c  
arca was dcdicatcd to agriculturc and aninlal l~usbandry tl~roughoul thc latc scvcntccnth 
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and ciglitccnth ccnturics. Before t11c American Rcvolutiorl, I~owcvcr, sctllcnicnt had 
rcacllcd tlic point that scvcral towns wcrc iucorporatcd, including thc town of Pctcrsburg 
in 1748. Aflcr thc Amcrican Revolution, I'ctcrsburg cxpandcd by incorporating scvcral 
ncarby towns into it, including Blandford and I'ocal~ontas. 

Wllilc thc population and econoniy of l'ctcrsburg continued to cxpand, thc outlying arcas, 
including the area of Lcc Mcti~orial Park, wcrc still dcvolcd priniarily to agriculture. As 
Virginia bccanic a hotly contested battlcground in t11c carly 1860s, tlic pacc of activity on 
tllc land quickcncd considerably, and tllc Civil War pcriod is rcflcctcd in t l~c landscape of 
Lcc Mcniorial I'ark. 

Civil War 

Situated 21 miles soutl~ of Richmond on the Appomattox River, Pctcrshrg served as tlic 
primary railroad center for tlic Confcdcrate capital. Rail lincs convcrgcd on Pctcrsburg 
from all dircctions, from City Point to tllc ~iorthcast, Norfolk to thc southcast, and 
Lyocliburg and thc Grcat Valley to t11c wcst. Essential supplics and war niatcricl arriving 
in Pctcrsburg wcrc tllcn transported tbc sllort distance north to Richtiiond via tlic 
Rich~nond and Pctcrsburg Railroad, or thc turnpike that linked thc citics. Pctcrsburg was 
tllus csscntial to supplying thc bclcagucrcd capital, a fact of gcograpliy that would bring 
scvcrc fighting to this arca bcforc the war was ovcr (Sonn~ers 198 1 : 2-3). 

Confederate military con~lllondcr Robcrt E. Lcc rccognizcd t l~c strategic valuc of 
Pctcrsburg carly on, and in Lhe sunimcr of 1862 he sent cnginccring officcrs Lt. Coloncl 
Waltcr H. Stevens atid Coloncl Jercniy Francis Gilnlcr to lay out thc basic dcsign of an 
exlcnsive systc~n of fortifications to protcct Pctcrsburg fro111 Union assault. The job of 
implcmcnting this plan fcll to Captain Cliarlcs Dinimock. During the following months, 
Dimmock directed thc labors o f a  large workforce of soldicrs and conscriplcd slavcs from 
Virginia and North Carolina. When completed, the "Dimmock Line" compriscd an arc of 
earthworks 10 nliles long, bristling will1 55 artillcry battcrics, covcring Pctersburg on tllc 
cast, south, and wcsl (Hcndcrson 1998: 55-56, 105-06). 

U111il tlle Fedcral rorccs arrivcd on thc doorstep of Pciersburg in t l~c suninlcr of 1864, 
however, life along tllc Dinin~ock Line was quict and routine. In fact, tlic lincs wcrc 
thinly inanncd by local reserve unils wl~ilc Lcc's Army of Nortlicni Virginia campaigned 
to thc north. But as Ulysses S. Grant's attentions turncd oncc again toward Richmond, 
l'clcrsburg's dcfcnscs bustlcd with activity. In what is now Lcc Mc~norial I'ark, tl~c 
norill-soutl~ coursc of Willcox 13ranch fortiicd a ~yatural brcnk in tlw Dilii~nock Liw. As a 
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result, two strong points wcrc situatcd on thc heights on citlwr sidc of the stream valley: 
Fort Walker (Battcry No. 35) to the cast, and Battery Pegram (Battcry No. 36) to tllc 
wcst. Fort Walkcr was ~lanlcd for Coloncl Kcubcn Lindsay Walkcr, whosc 111 Army 
Corps Artillcry Brigadc dcfc~~dcd this strctch of thc linc. Likcwisc, Lt. Coloncl William 
J. I'cgram-whosc artillcry batlalio~l dcfc~ldcd thc position-lent his namc to Battcry 
Pcgranl. In addition to thc artillcrynlcn, thc strctcl~ of cartl~works that travcrscd what is 
now Lcc Mcnlorial I'ark was nlanncd by Virginia, Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi 
infantry units of Major Gcncral William Mal~onc's Divisio~~ io Lt. Gcncral A. 1'. tlill's I11 
Army Corps (Somn~crs 198 1: 2 12- 14). 

Whilc tllc portion of thc Dinlnlock Linc encon~passcd by Lcc Mcn~orial Park saw no 
dircct military activity during the siege of Pctcrsburg in 1864-65, Confcdcratc troops 
used tllc sheltered course of Willcox Branch to cover their movcnlcnts against the 
Fcdcrals during tllc battlcs of Jcrusalcnl Plank Road (June 22, 1864) and t11c Wcldon 
RaiIroad/Globc Tavcrn (August 18-21, 1864) (Horn 1991). Thus, t11c portion of tllc 
Dimrllock Linc ~lrcscwcd willlin tllc bou~~darics o r  Lcc Mcn~orial Park is a stark rcmindcr 
of tllc hostilities that occurrcd tl~rougl~out thc rcgion. 

Public Acquisitiu~~ 

Aficr thc war thc Dimmock Linc lay dcscrtcd, wllilc tllc surrounding lands rcvcrtcd to 
agriculture. But as Pctersburg grew in the Iaucr ycars of the ninetccnth ccntury, so did its 
dc~nand for water. 111 1894 the city bought 1,700 acres of Willcox ~valcrshcd land fronl' 
Julius Jollnson and Thonlas Cavanauph, thcn dan~n~cd Willcox 13rancl1 lo crcatc a 
rcscwoir, known as Willcox Lakc. This acquisition cvcntually lcd to tllc dcvclopmcnt of 
Lcc Mcmorial Park. 

T l ~ e  City of Pctersburg n11d the Nerv Park 

TIIC City of Pctcrsburg anncxcd this largc Dinwiddic County tract in 1921, increasing t11c 
land arca of t11e city by onc third, and conscquc~ltly securing thc tax rcvcnuc of Wa111ut 
Hill, an amucnt ncw suburb. That sanlc ycar, Pctcrsburg City Council dcsignatcd a 462- 
acrc portion of thc Willcox watcrsl~cd la~lds-intcntio~~ally including a scction of thc 
Dinl~nock Linc-as Lcc Menlorial Park. Tllc cstablishn~c~~t orsuc l~  a largc city park 
closc to dcvcloping suburbs was a colnnlon occurrc~~cc from t l~c  late ni11clccnl11 ccntury 
tllrough tllc carly twcnticth ccntury. Land in outlying arcas was both availablc Tor 
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purcllasc and incxpcnsivc, and streetcar and trollcy lincs allowcd for dircct acccss from 
tllcsc ncw suburbs to thc ncw parks (Joncs 1994 242-243). 

The City of Pctcrsburg activcly dcvclopcd Lcc Mcmorial Park as a rccrcational area i l l  

the 1920s, building roads and trails tlirougli thc park and dcvclopil~g tllc nortllcrn portion 
of Willcox Lake as a swilnlning area with a largc batli house locatcd on tlic cast end of 
thc dani (cf. Alliancc lnsurancc Company 1934). A bus tul~iaround located off of 
Defcnse Road (just outsidc thc park bouadarics) providcd many city and suburban 
rcsidcnts easy acccss to tllcsc ncw rccrcational opportunities. Typical of sucll public 
facilitics tllroughout tlic Soutll during tllc Jinl Crow cre, thc lakc and otlicr rccrcationel 
facilitics wcrc scgrcgatcd and African Amcricans wcrc cxcludcd. I1ctcrsburg's wliitc 
citizens, llowcvcr, niadc full usc of thc new walking trails, bascball diatnonds, and picllic 
tablcs providcd at public cxpcnsc (Kobcr and Warc in prcss). 

Tllc New Deal and the WIBA 

This era of civic prosperity, howcvcr, would not last. Pctcrsburg was hit hard by thc 
Grcat Dcprcssion, and the failure of nunicrous local busincsscs and industries threw 
l~undrcds of rcsidcnts out of work. Local relicf organizations wcre ovcnvliclmcd during 
tlic early 1930s, and it took thc fcdcral initiatives of l'rcsidcnt Franklin D. Rooscvcll's 
Ncw Dcal to niake any rncaningful stridcs against uncnlploynlcnt and povcrty in 
I'ctcrsburg. Onc of tllcsc programs, tlic Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), was utilizcd 
by thc National Park Service extcnsivcly in dcvcloping national parks across thc country, 
including maintenance work on tllc Dimnlock Linc earthworks in Lcc Mcniorial Park 
(Llicn owncd by thc I'ark Scrvicc); thc CCC also assistcd with tllc conslruclion of sonic 
trails tllroughout tlle park. Yct anothcr anlbitious and productivc Ncw Dcal program, tllc 
Works Progrcss Adniinistntion (WPA), playcd a grcatcr rolc in dcvcloping thc landscapc 
of Lcc Mclllorial Park. 

Enacted in 1935, llie WPA was fundcd wit11 a $1.4 billioli appropriatiotl, the largcst 
fcdcral donlcstic initiativc to that time. At its pcak, tlic WPA cnlployed 3.5 million 
Amcricans in a varicty of fcdcnl jobs, froni large public works projccts to artistic, 
litcnry, and llistorical cndcavors. Weshingtot~ adniinistrators rccogtiizcd tllat wolncn, 
particularly tllosc trying to support fatnilics, faccd a particularly daunting ccononlic 
challcr~gc; in rcsponsc, a Wotncn's Division of thc WPA was creatcd lo focus on 
itliproving tllcir standard of living. The Worncn's Division would ultimately conlc to 
play an ilnportmit rolc in shaping thc landscapc and clranctcr of Lcc Mcniorial Park. 
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Tile I'ctersburg Garden Club 

A founding ~ncnlber of the Pctcrsburg Gardcn Club, Mrs. Donald Claibon~c Holdcn 
cmbodicd the growing intcrest in the study and prcsewation of Virginia's botanical 
resources in the 1930s. She was also a tircless workcr and strong leader who would hclp 
Lee Mcmorial Park bccolnc an carly model for environmental conservation. Lalc in 
1935, the local WPA administration i n  Pctersburg autliorizcd the crcation of tllc Lce Park 
Wild Flowcr and Bird Sanctuary, to be crcatcd arid maintained tllrough tllc cfforls of 
local won~cn wit11 prinlary fu~idi~lg tl~rougl~ tlic WPA and supplc~i~cntary support ~ O I I I  tllc 
city. Undcr tIoldcn's dircction, thc sanctuary would providc labor for unc~nploycd 
fcnlale llcads of houscliolds, whilc preserving and protecting native wildflowcr spccics 
rapidly succun~bing to grazing, logging, and residential dcvclopn~c~~t (Kobcr and Warc i n  
prcss). 

Lec Mclnorial Park was an ideal location for tl~c sanctuary. On the boundary bctwccn 
two gcological and floristic zoncs, the Petcrsburg area was a "rich botanical nlccting 
ground." wlicre ccrtain southcastern spccics rcaclicd their northcrn limits, and otlicr 
Picd~nont spccics approached tlicir eastcnl distributional bounds. The park was also 
characterized by a nutnbcr of diffcrcnt habitats, with large, dcnscly woodcd arcas, upland 
fields, dcep ravines, lake margins, and strcani bcds (Kobcr and Ware in press). 

Bcgillning in Dcccnibcr 1935, crcws conipriscd of uncmploycd African-Anicrican 
womcn bcgan tllc laborious task of clcaring tile ravines bordering Willcox Lakc for a 
wildflowcr prescrve that ulti~natcly would cnconipass 25 acres. Working in groups undcr 
white fc~nalc supervisors, the wonlcn planted and labelcd flowers, clcared trails past 
wildflower groupings, planted trees and shrubs for on~atncntal purposes in thc sanctuary 
and for crosion control in burned-ovcr arcas, and crcatcd a bird sanctuary with rustic bird 
houscs, fccding stations, and sllcltcring cvcrgrccns. Uy tllc sunllllcr of thc following ycar 
they had crcatcd a "full-fledged" nature prcscrvc, attracting visitors and scliolars from 
across Virginia and beyond (Kobcr and Warc in prcss). 

A fcw nlcn lielpcd with llcavy jobs such as building bridgcs and slicltcrs and constructing 
a fcw trails, but thc sanctuary project was acconlplislicd al~nost cntircly by wonicn 
workers undcr fcnlalc dircction. Altliougl~ tllc work was scasolial and i~~ l c r~ i~ i t t c~~ l ,  tllc 
sanctuary projcct could cmploy ovcr 100 uncmploycd womcn at any givcn time, 
providing what was oftcil tlic solc incomc for ninny needy fatnilics. Despite its cconon~ic 
and cnvironmcntal bcncfits, however, the projcct was not willlout its critics. The 
NAACP and the African-Anicrican press c0111~1aincd tlrat tllcrc was an obvious 
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discrepancy bctwccn thc work conditions of tllc black woolcll laborcrs and tllcir wllitc 
supervisors, as indicated by a 1930s photograph of wolllcn working on thc sanctuary in 
Lcc Park (Figure I). Onc of thc WPA workcrs, Catllcrinc Johnson, colnplaincd of ttnfair 
trcalincnt: 'I had to dig, and dig sl~rubbcry, and go up vcry stccp llills," sllc rccallcd. 

This made lily breatll short. My weigllt is 200 lbs., I just Itad to stop to rcst bctwcct~ digs. 
It was for tllis reason the Supervisor cut nie OK She put on my slip 'Careless Worker.' 

Ille day before I was cut om. I sawed wood all day wit11 a crosscut saw: Mnrtlia Janc 
Buford at one end and I at the otlier end. ARcr sawing wood, wc Itad to slack it to bc 
burned when it was cold. I t  was very cold that day. Tllc wbite workers sat by the tire all 
day, picking pinc tags for nlaking baskets and bats. Wc were not allowed to stop to wann 
until lunclltilnc. This is the trutl~! No one knows but tile one wllo goes through with it. 
We poor folks had to work this way or get nullling to do. We wantcd to tcll son~conc but 
didn't know where to go, because all tllc supervisors wcrc wllitc. (Martin-l'crduc and 
Pcnlue 1996:200) 

Conditions may son~ctimcs have becn less than idcal for the wonlen laborcrs, but to thc 
public at largc the sallctuary was a Ncw Deal success story. By the summcr of 1939, 
WPA workcrs had tnnsplantcd morc than 365,000 plants, irlcluding 8,000 trces and 
37,000 sllrubs, from 1,500 acrcs of city-owncd woodlands, laid nlilcs of pinc-r~ccdlc 
patlls, labclcd llcariy 500 diffcrellt plant typcs, and plulltcd ovcr onc ~llillio~l l~otlcysucklc 
roots to prcvcnt crosion on lirc-danlagcd strcaln batiks. Tllc bird sanctuary was locatcd 
ia tllc west-ccntral portion of thc park, thc nlain wild flower prcservc cxtcndcd across 
nlost oftllc cc~l tn l  portion ortllc park down to tllc cdge of tllc lakc, and the hoacysucklc 
was plantcd for crosioll control along Baylor's Lanc, Dcfcnsc, Road, Jol~nson Road, the 
tllc Willcox Branch (Figurc 2). Additiollal acrcagc was planacd for thc wild flowcr 
prcscrvc, but thc program camc to an cnd bcforc it could bc implcmcntcd. 

Led by young guides from disadvantaged fatnilics, tllousaads of visitors toured tllc 
wildflower and bird preserves. Overall, thc Lee Park Wild Fiowcr and Bird Sanctuary 
was an impressive example of a cooperative ve~lture supported by fedcral and municipal 
govcrnmcnts, local businesses, and private organizations. In fact, Lcc Park was 
cotlsidcrcd such a succcss that it scrvcd as tllc nlodcl for othcr sancluarics tllrougllout 
Virginia, including tllosc in Charlottesvillc, Hopcwcll, Danville, and Norfolk (Kobcr and 
Warc in prcss). 

Fortunately, thc Icgacy of tllis projcct was prcscrvcd in the form of thc Lcc I'ark 
Herbarium. During thc course ofthc WPA projcct, Donald C. I.Ioldcn, who also was thc 
horticultunl chairnlan ofthc Pctcrsburg Gardcll Club, had coordinated thc collection of 
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numcrous spccies oCplants as a pcrn~ancllt rccord, in thc form of a l:crbarium, oftllc flora 
ofthc sanctuary. It is not lu~own how nlaay spccics wcrc collcctcd and prcsscd, but today 
294 diffcrcnt spccics of plants arcreprescntcd in lhc collcctio~~, known as thc Lee Park 
I-lcrbariurl~, il~cluding twclvc rarc or impcrilcd spccics, including wllitc fringcd orchis, 
yellow pitcllcr plant, bog buttons, and sn~all wl~orlcd pogonia. 

What ~nadc this 11erbariu111 collcctio~~ truly uniquc, llowcver, wcrc the complcmc~~tary 
color watercolor ill~ages cxccuted by Pctcrsburg artist Bcssic Nicmcyer Marsl~all. Ms. 
Marshall, who has bccn described as "a 20"'-cc111ury nlaslcr of botanical illustration," 
painted 238 watcrcolors of botanical spccin~cns rcprcsclltcd in tllc Lcc I'ark I~lcrbnriu~n 
(Figurc 3). Ms. Marshall was paid a con~n~ission Cor llcr work, partly wit11 WI'A Cunds 
(Kobcr and Warc in prcss); as hcr l~usband was bccoming increasingly ill, shc bccan~c 
rcsponsiblc for providing cconomic support for hcr family. 

This "uncommon pairing" of botanical spccill~cns and illustratiol~s won thc Gardcn Club 
OF Virginia's prestigious Massic Mcdal 1948 and Corm cxtct~sivc and ricl~ly dctailcd 
docun~cntation of the individual spccics planted in tllc Lcc I'ark Wild Flowcr Sanctuary 
(Figurc 4). Thc Pctcrsburg Gardcn Club rcccnlly rchabilitatcd the Lcc Park Ilerbariu~n 
and its accon~pa~iying watercolors; tile plant spccinlcns and watcrcolors arc now houscd 
at Cclltrc Hill Mansion in Pctcrsburg in an acid-frcc and clin~atc conlrollcd cnvironmcnt. 
A history of Lcc Menlorial Park and a catalog of tllc watcrcolors arc soon to bc publislicd 
by thc University Prcss of Virginia (Kobcr and Warc ill prcss). 

World War 11 

By 1940, ccoliomic conditions in Petcrsburg-and across the nation-had improvcd to 
thc lloint that Illany Ncw Deal programs wcre gradually phascd out, and thc WPA ceascd 
funding thc Lcc Park Wild Flowcr and Bird Sanctuary. Although tllc Pctcrsburg Gardcn 
Club strovc to nlaintain tllc sanctuary tllrough tllc carly 1940s, tllc lack ocspccific 
funding for this ri~altcr nladc that dillicult. Thc park, howcvcr, conti~lucd to bc n popular 
rccrcatio~~al arca for the city for the tlcxt dccade. 

Post World W a r  I1 

Up until 1953. Lee Memorial Park was cxtrcrncly popular with tlie wllite rcsidcnts of 
Pctcrsburg. Tlic Walnut Hill ncighborl~ood, just north oC the park, had dcvclopcd rapidly 
as onc of t l~c most Cashionablc arcas in the city to live and streetcar access c~~surcd a 
slcady strca~n of visitors to tllc park. Tllc scgrcgationist policics and attitudcs of 1950s 
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Pctersburg (and tl~roughout 1nuc11 of thc southcr~~ Unitcd States), howcvcr, rcsultcd in thc 
park bcing closed. 

In 1953, a group of African-American Pctcrsburg citizens filed suit lo intcgralc 
swinln~ing at Willcox Lake. Thc city rcsistcd, l~owcvcr, closing the facilitics altogctl~cr 
rathcr tl~an allow access to blacks. A fcdcral hearing on thc mattcr was postl~oncd 
indefinitely, and thc lake never rcopcr~cd for swimming. Allhough thc passivc 
rccrcational arcas of thc park rcnlaincd opcncd to thc public, tlic closing of thc swin~nli~~g 
arca lcd to thc rapid dcclinc of tllc park. Ovcr tllc following ycars, tllc city sold portions 
of tllc park to rcsidcntial dcvclopmcnls, a public golfcoursc, privalc clubs, conlnlercial 
intcrcsts, and the fedcral govenlmcnt, rcducing thc park rro111 its original 462 acrcs to its 
current area of 33 1 acrcs. 

In 1973, thc National Park Scrvicc rctun~cd its 24-acre holdings, including thc rcnlnants 
of the Di~nn~ock Line fortifications, to thc City of Petcrsburg. Plans for rejuvenating the 
park by building new atl~lctic ficlds, filncss trails, a boat rcrttal dock, and horsc show 
grounds were scrapped in 1976, while budgetary limitations prevcnlcd tllc city frorn 
adcquatcly ~naintaining tI1c roads and trails, and providing ncccssary polici~lg for t11c 
morc isolatcd scctions of thc park. Thc rcsulling incrcasc ill vandalisnl and crin~c lcd to a 
dccli~~c in public usagc, and thc city subscquc~~tly cllai~lcd off a scction of park road to 
prcvcnt vchiclc acccss lo thc sccludcd bot~onllai~ds (Kobcr and Warc in press). 

Wllcn tllc park was at its pcak in popularity for aclivc rccrcntion, thc passivc rccrcational 
cle~ncnls of the Lee Park landscape had remained essentially untoucl~cd. The declining 
usc of t l~c park, whilc unfortunate from a civic pcrspcctivc, ultimately had a bcncficial , 

cffcct on the landscapc. Only Iimitcd activities werc institutcd in thc park that could llavc 
scriously affected thc integrity of thc wild flower sanctuary, cvcn as i t  cxistc~~cc fadcd 
from public awareness. The city has co~lductcd solnc timbering in the upland woodcd 
arcas, and thc cxtrcmc northem portion of the park was uscd as a landfill up until thc 
1970s. 

Most of thc arcas covcrcd by thc WPA wild flower and bird sanctuary projcct, howcvcr, 
have rcnlaincd largely unaltered. Some wetland habitats have bccn lost to bcavcr dan~s 
and tllc raising of the lakc, and nlcadow llabitats have given way to plant succcssio~~, ycl 
the park still contains n~ost of t11c plant habitats that cxistcd during t11c 1930s. Rcccnt 
botanical survcys havc rccordcd ovcr 500 spccics of vascular plants in thc Willcox 
Bnrlcll watershed, including 175 spccics of thc original294 idcotificd i n  t l~c Lcc Park 
Ilcrbariun~, such as thc rarc rcd nlilkwccd and fcrn-lcavcd falsc foxglove (Kobcr and 
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Ware in press). Similarly, thc integrity of thc park's historic rcsourccs, particularly the 
Dimmock Lint fortifications that had bcen prcscrvcd by thc Natio~lal Park Scwicc, and 
tlic bath housc at tllc Willcox Lakc dam, liavc been sparcd tllc i~npacts of dcvclop~iicnt 
and hcavy public usc. 
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I..iyarc I. Cn. 1930s pliologr;~lili sl~u\ving \\aoliicn n.orki~ip ill llic Lee Mcmorial I'i~rk 
wild flo\\.er prcscrvc, a \\'PA \\'UIIICI~'S ; I I I ~  I'roCcssio~ial Division prujccl. 
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Figurc 2. 1940 Ci ly  I:~lgillccr's 111:II1 U~LEC Mel110rii11 I'i~rk s l ~ u w i l ~ g  IIIC l u c i ~ l i u ~ ~  nlNl 
uxlut~l u r l l ~ c  ~ i l d  IIu!vL.~ I~rcscrvc, \\vilJ l l ~ \ \ ' ~ r  :IIIJ Oivd S ~ I I I C ~ I I ~ I ~ ~ .  

l ~ i ~ ~ ~ c v s t ~ c k l e  I I I ~ I I ~ I ~ ~ ~ K S .  :llltI 11rt111tlsc~I i1~1tIilia111 10 1111- ~vi l t l  llt~\ver ~ l rcscr !~~ .  
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I:iglllc 3. I3cssic klx~rsl~;~ll  a l ~ d  cxnl~~l l ler  u r l ~ c r  w;~lcrculun. A. Il. I I I ~  C arc l i u l l ~  ;I 

1951 ; ~ ~ l i c l c  ill lllc I ' u r l s ~ ~ ~ u i ~ l l ~  Slxlr; 111c s o i ~ ~ c c  n ~ a l  d;~lc u f  V arc IIII~IIU\VII. 
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Figure 4. lnvcntory o f  the Lee Park Herbarium (on f i le wi th the Pctcnburg Garden 
Club). 
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NUMBER I WPA COMMON NAME . SCIENTIFIC - - LSPECIUEN LWATERCOLOR LREPRODUCED ---- 
I lenlrrri6#lu Colleclian ttlrla~cJ stinttifoeor cnrrcclrd nasutc 

ol'plrnl Juwn in wrtrrcalor 

1.01 (1.1) maybecompos1leolX3.#4. I 5 Y N 
1.02 (1.2) Oearoerry Vaccinium slammeum L. Y Y N 
1.03 1 .  Dwad Early Blueberry Vaccinium pallidum Ailon Y N N 
1.04 (1.4) Swamp Bleclc Blueberry Vaccinium luscalum Ailon Y N 
1.05 (1.5) Dwad Early Blueberry Vaccinium pallidum Ailon Y N 
1.06 (1.6) Black Huckiebsrry Gaylusracia baccala(Wang) K. Koch OTHER Y 
1.07 (1.7) Bluebefry Vavlinium lenellum OTHER Y 
1.08 (1.8) Omgiaberry Gaylusracia bondosa (L.) T. 6 G. Y Y 
1.09 (1.9) Dangleberry Gaylussacia lrondosa (L.) T. 6 G. Y N 
1 .  (1.10) Trailing A~bulus Epigaea repens L. Y Y N 

1.11 Prince's Pin* Chimapinla urnbellal. (L.) Berlon Y Y 
1.12 Spollad Wnlergram Chimaphilla m.culala (L.) Pursh Y Y 
1.13 Stagger Bush Lyonia mariana (L.) D. Don Y Y 
1.14 Swamp Feller Bush Leucolhoa racemosa (L.) Gray Y Y 
1.15 Sweet PepperBush CIslhra alnifolia L. Y Y 
1.16 Swamp Azalea Rhododendron viscosum L. Y Y 
1.17 Mounlain Laurel Kalmia lalilolla C Y Y 
1.18 Pine Weed Hyperinm ganlianoidas (L.1 ESP. Y Y 
1.19 SI. Patat's WOII H y w r i m  slam (Michx.) Adamr d Rcbson (L.) Y Y 

1.2 (1.20) St. Andrew's Cross Hywriaan hypeicoides (L.) Cranlz Y Y 
1.21 L izmdt Tail Sauurus cermus L. Y Y 
1.22 Yellow Eyed Grass Xyris caroliniana Wall. Y Y 
1.23 Cat-Tail Typha lalilolim 1. Y Y 
1.24 Meadav Beauly Rherim sp. Y Y 
1.25 Narrow-Leaved Sundrops Oenclhera bul iwra L. Y Y 
1.28 Narrow .Leaved Sundrops 0analh.n fruil'risa 1. Y Y 
1.27 Rosa -Pink Sabalia npularis (L.) Pursh Y Y 
1.28 P e n n p w l  Obalaria ~irginic (L ) ESP. Y Y 
1.29 Soapwort Genlim Genllana sapanha i OTHER Y 

1.3 1 3  Hairy P ipax4  Lachmwular anpeps (Wdler) M o r ~ y  Y Y 
2.01 (2.1) Jack.in-lha Pulpil Misaama lriphyllum (L.) Sd7oll. Y Y 
2 .M  (2.2) Arrow A r m  P#llandra virginica (L) Scholl 6 Endlieher Y Y 
2.03 (2.3) Skunk Cabbage Symplocapus loelidus (I..) Nuitall Y Y 
2.1 (2.10) Virginia Wild Ginger Hexanylls virginica (L.) Small Y Y 

2.11 Blus Flag Iris virginb L. Y Y 
2.12 Slender Blue F I ~  lris prismaliu Pursh Y Y 
2.13 Crested Iris Iris vistala L. OTHER Y 
2.14 Blw.Eved G~ass Siswimhium mhronalum hfichx. Y Y 3 



NPS Form 10-900-1 
(846) 
Un i t ed  States D e p a r t m e n t  of the  Inter ior-  
National P a r k  Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

OMB Na 10246018 

Lee Memorial Park 
City of Petersburg, VA 

Section -7- 
16 

Payo 

44 
45 
46 
47 - 
48 

49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 

& 
57 
& 
& 
60 

62 
63 

65 
A 

!Bg 
! 
i 71 

73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
(1 

82 
83 
84 
85 
86 

NUMaER I WPA O*(MON NAME 1 WPA SCIENTIFIC 1 SPECIMEN ( WATERCOLOR ( REPRODUCl 
2.15 Yellcw Colic R w l  Alelris aurea Walt. Y Y 

- 
2.16 Cdic Roo( AleIris larmosa L. Y Y 
2.1 7 Green Brier Smilax glauca WaU. Y Y 
2.18 Bamboo Smilax lauifolia L. Y Y 
2.19 Sesaik-Leaved Eallwat Uvularia sessiiilolia L. Y Y 

2.2 (2.20) False Asphadd Tofieldia racemosa (Wall.) ESP. Y Y 
2.21 Buyh Flower Melanthim v i r g i n i a ~  L Y Y 
222 l n d i  Cuaunbsr R w l  Modeola virginiw L Y Y 
2.23 Caro l i i  Lily Liliun michauxii Poik Y Y 
2.24 Tuk'sCap Lily L l m  awerbun L \OTHER N 
2.25 Day Lily Hemsroclllir lulva (L)  Y Y 
2.26 Dog's Tmth Viol.( ErythrMium mmTiWM Ker Y Y 

2.04 (2.4) Anmimad Sagillaria lcngirosba (Mirhli) J. G. Smith OTHER Y 
2.05 (2.5) Piierel-Weed Ponledaria mrdala L Y Y 
2.0s (2.6) Polypody Polypodiun virginirnm L Y Y 

2.07 (2.7) Ebcny S p l m w m  Aapleniun plalyneuon (L.) D. Ealon Y Y 
2.08 (2.8) One-Flowered Canur-Root Ombsncha uniflora L Y Y 
2.09 (2.9) G a l ~  Galax urcaolala Poir. BNmmill Y Y 
3.01 (3.1) FIIM Ipecac Pocteranlhus Irilolialus (L.) Brillm Y Y 
3.02 (3.2) Rad Ctiukekrry &an* arbuli(olia (L.) Ellioll Y Y 
3.03 (3.3) Shad Bush helrnchier camdensis (L) Medicus Y Y 
3.04 (3.4) Wild Cherry Pnmus serolina Ehh Y Y 
3.0s (3.5) WUd Pkm Prunus sp. Y Y 
3.W (3.6) Low or Pasture Rme Rosa umlina L Y Y 
3.07 (3.7) F i  Fhgers Potmlilla canadamis L Y 
3.m (3.B) WUd S I rmbay  

Y ' 

Frogaria virginiam Dusheme Y 
3.09 (3.9) . No Common N- 

Y 
Rubus bifrons TrlP Y 

3.1(3.10) ~mbsrry 
Y 

RuRn sp. 
3.11 W r y  

OTHER Y 
Rubus hispidw L Y Y 

3.12 DwvlThan Cralaagw uniilwa Mumhh. 
3.13 H- 

Y Y 
Crala.gus ilabellata (Bosc) K i(och Y Y 

3.14 DeptfwdPWc OianUus mer* L Y Y 
3.15 SluChkkwwd Stelaria M a  OTHER Y 
3.18 8- 8~ S.(ronala oKcinalis L Y Y 
3.17 Spring Beauty Clytonia virginiu (L.) BSP. 
3.18 Bloodma 

Y Y 
csrud.ruis L Y 

3.19 Yallov R w l  
Y 

Xanthorhiza simplidasime Marshall Y Y 
3.2 (3.20) ~ i l d  ~ ~ k m b h .  Aquilagia unsd .n is  L Y Y 

3.21 Siay L a n k  Flom CImalis ocJwol.uu Allan Y Y 
3.22 SiW Lmahr F l o m  (seeds) C*Nlis ochrol.uu Aitm Y N 
3.23 R w  kumon Ttulictrun th.lidroid.s (L) Emes  6 Bovin 
3.24 Bullwap 

Y Y 
Rrxnculur bulbore sp. 

3.25 Heoalk. 
OTHER Y 

Hepalied amor- (OC.) K a  Y U ..----- 
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1 NUMBER 1 WPA COMMON NAME -.-- 1 WPA S C l E s f l C  1 SPECIMEN I WATERCOLOR I REPRODUCED 
87 1 3.26 Wtld Hydrangea Y -- - Hvdranaaa arbole~cenr L Y 

Ear~v ~axifrapa 
Vmlet W w d  Sorrel 
Wtld Crane's Bill 
Jevel Weed 
Ralllesmke Master 
Wild Carrol 
Meedow Parsnip 
h g e a u  
Purple Milk& 
P w l e  Milkwork 
Olnge Milknut 
Pink Milknut 
PWc Milknut 
Wtld FMld P m y  
Primmse-Laawd V i  
Bird-Fwt Videl 
Common Blue Violel 
Gram Mikwmd 
Bulbrlly Wend 
Swamp Milkweed 
Miikwwd 
While Milkweed 
Chrpingleavad MiUmrsd 
Indin Hemp 
Paivinw. 
N w  G i m  
Pusy Toor 
Puuy Tom 
Robin's Plantah 
Rosin-Wmd 
Rosin-wmd 
Lwpuds B r w  
Snuttr Squaw wad 
Galden R.gwar( 
Woolv Ehph.n'r-Fool 
W k f W  Tcksmd 
Ra~~Ieanake-wmj 
Thirllo 
Muylnd Golden ASIU 
Goldm Knea 
Golden-Knw 
Amniun Fandew 

-~ 

sixifraga virginimsis M i d .  
Oxalis Violama 
Gerannnn m'aculatum L 
Impaliens capnsis Mwrkng 
Efygtum yuccalolim Mibu. 
D a m s  urota L. 
Thaspium b a r b i i a  (Mibu.) Null. 
Angalio venanosa (Greenway) Femald 
Polygaia rp. 
Polygala rp. 
Polygala lutae L 
Polygala inCarMl. L 
Polygala i m l r  L 
V i l a  nfinesquii G r m  
Vmla primulifolia L 
Viola &or. L 
Viola w. 
Axlepias viridillm Rpl. 
Alclapias lukmra  L 
Asdeplas i n m a l a  (L.) 
Aadspias rubn L 
Aaslepiu vsriegala L 
Axlepias ampkdcwlis Smith 
&mcmum camabinum L 
V b a  minu L 
Totragmomow Mlimlhoider L. 
AnlMOYia rolilaria Rvdbam 

Sllpnm composun Mkh r  
A ~ I U  vlJir (Wall.) BSP 
S m d o ~ W w d  
~ O G d O  I W M  L 
El.phLntopus t ~ o r u n  L 
C a ~ r i s  verlicillste (L)  
Hi.rscivn v . n o n m  L 
ciiriuin disccb (Wtlld.) Sparw~. 
Heterdhres marism (L.1 S h i m  

Y 
OTHER 

Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
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130 
131 

132 
133 

1 134 
Fir 
, 136 

137 
138 
139 
140 
141 

143 
144 

1.ts 

2 
2 
152 
lsJ 

155 
156 
157 
158 -- 
159 
160 
161 
162 
163 

165 
166 
167 

tss 
169 
5 
171 
172 

NUMBER WPA COMMON NAME 1 W*CIENTIFIC I SPECIMEN 1 WATERCULOR I REPRODUCED 
5 'Blazing Star Lialris squarrosa (L.) Michx. Y Y 

- 
5.19 Blazing Star Lialris spicala (L.) Willd. Y Y 

5.2 (5.20) Snakeroot Ageralina aromalia (L.) K 6 R Y Y 
5.21 Hyssop-Leaved Thra~ghmnl Eupatcrium hyssopilolium L. Y Y 
5.22 h-Pye.Weed Eupalcrisdelphus fislulosum (Barrell) K 6 R Y Y 
5.23 While-Topped Asler Sericocarpus asleroides (L.) ESP. Y Y 
5.24 White-Topped h t e r  Sariwcarpus linilolius (L.) ESP. Y Y 
5.25 Silver Asler Astar concolor L. Y Y 
5.26 Sllfl-Laawd h t e r  Alter linariilolius L ' Y Y 
5.27 Large-Flawed Asler Asler grandiflcrus L. Y Y 
5.28 Asl r  Aaler mdulalus L. Y Y 
5.29 8W-Eyed Swan Rudbeckia hirla L Y Y 

5.3 (5.33) Tall Cone Flowu Rubeckia laciniala L Y Y 
5.31 Hairy Wood Sunflower Helianthus alro~bens L Y Y 
5.32 Nwow-Lamed Sunflower Heiianlhtn mguslilolius L. Y Y 

6.01 (6.1) Commcn Day Flovnr Com~l~lima c o r n i s  L. Y Y 
6.02 (6.2) Wild Yam Root Diosaxea villosa L. Y Y 
6.03 (6.3) Tunpel-Creeper Campsis radians (L.) Bureau Y Y 
6.M (6 4) New Jersay Tam Ceemlhus americanus L Y Y 
6.05 (6.54) Morning Chy l p m w a  purpuae (I..)  om Y Y 
6.06 (6.6) Momiq Glory I p o m a  sp. Y Y 
6.07(6.7) Wild Polalo W m  Ipomwa pmdwata (L.) Meya Y Y 
6.08 (6.6) l y l * u a d  Morning Glory 1pamrJ.a hederacaa Jacquin Y Y 
6.09 (6.9) Smlch Broom Cyliun smparius (L)  Link Y Y 
6.1 (6.10) Parlridga Paa Cassia d~amacMisle L. Y Y 

6.1 1 h a  Tree ( ~ e d  ~ u d )  Carcis M . d w i s  L Y Y 
6.12 Samson's 5n.k- Plonlea pswalioid.s (Walt.) Cory Y Y 
6.13 Samrcn's Snakeroot Pacr.fea psafa!ioider (WaU.) Cory Y Y 
6.14 Trailirg Bushdowr Leapodera sp. Y Y 
6.15 Butterfly Pea Clitoria mariano L OTHER Y 
6.16 Wild indigo Bapliaia linctcwia (L.) R. Br. Y Y 
6.17 M*mm Albizzia v i i s s i n  Duuzini Y Y 
6.16 Goal's R w  Taphroaia virginiam (L)  P e r s m  Y Y 
6.19 Blue Lup*H Lupinus paennis L. Y Y 

6.2 (6.20) P i  Wild B e n  S(rophosly(es unb.lla1a (Willd.) Brillon Y Y 
6.21 Pmcil-Flowu SlylosmIh.~ biflon (L) ESP. Y Y 
6.22 Pencil-Flom Slybsullhas billa. (L.) ESP. Y Y 
6.23 Carolina Vetch Vkia cardininn8 Walt Y Y 

7.01 (7.1) Lady's TJnanb P o l y ~ m m  rmnsylvaniam L OTHER Y 
7.02 (7.2) L W a  Thunb P ~ l y p o ~ l  pensylvaruam L OTHER Y 
7.03(7.3) c u m  g ~ a n  Budumr8 emaiuna Y Y 
7.04 (7.4) Phlox Phlox pihu L. Y Y 
7.05 (7.5) P o k e  Phvtolmxa amerima L. Y Y 
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2 

175 
175 
177 

178 
179. 

1 a0 
181 
182 

184 
185 
106 

168 
189 
190 

,= 

IsJ 
lor 

& 
197 

200 
201 

203 
204 
205 
205 
207 
201 
209 
_zta 
21 1 
21, 
213 

215 

NUMBER 1 WPA COMMON NAME I WPA SCIENTIFIC 1 SPECIMEN I WATERCOLOR I REPRODUCED. 
7.06 (7.6) Flowering Spurge Euphorbia corollala L. Y 
7.07 (7.7) Whorled Loorertrile 

+- 
Lysimachla quadrilolia L Y Y 

7.08 (7.8) Passion-Flower Pasriflora incsrnata L. Y .  
7.09 (7.9) Bastard Toad-Flax Cornandra umbellala (L) Nullall 

q 
Y Y 

7.1 (7.10) Purple Foxglove P e ~ e l I  Y Y 
7.1 1 TWle-Hesd Chetone glabra L Y Y 
7.12 Conwn Mullein Vefbascum Ihapur L. Y Y 
7.13 Fern-Leaved Foxglove Aureolaria pediilaria (L.) Raf. Y Y 
7.14 S w l h  False Foxglove Aureolaria virginiu (L )  P m l l  Y Y 
7.15 Haky Rwllia Rwlli8 carolimwis (Gm&n) Sardd Y Y 
7.16 Mumlain ~lnl Pyen8rhemun-i flamorwn (Wall.) ESP. Y Y 
7.17 W a i n  Minl Smallaria alliplica M. Y Y 
718 H8irySkdkap Saenaria ellipI'm Muhl. Y Y 
7.19 Heal-AR PnmaIla vulgaris L Y Y 

7.2 (7.20) Larger Skullcap Sdellaria k q i f o l i a  L. Y Y 
7.21 Lobelin Lobolia rp. Y Y 
7.22 Greal Lobelia Lobelia siphililica L OTHER Y 
7.23 Lobelie Lobelis pubemla M i .  N Y 

8.01 (8.1) Flowrrin~ Dogwed Cornus norida (L.) Y Y 
8.02 (8.2) Red Maple AurrubnmL Y Y 
8.03(8.3) Persimmon D i w o r  virginima L. Y Y 
8.04 (8.4) Prairie Willow Salix humilia Marsh. Y Y 
8.05 (8.5) C m  Cartanel pumila (L.) Miller Y Y 
8.06 (8.8) Hazlaul C W r  ~rnmicme Walt. Y Y 
8.07 (8.7) Tag Udn Ahrr remlala (Ail.) Willd Y Y 

8.08 (8.58) Witsh-Hud H m W i r  virghivu L Y Y 
8.0s (8.9) ~pk. ~ u s h  Lindera benzoin (I..) B I U ~  Y Y 
8.1 (8.10) Tulip T m  L r i  lul i i i fnr L. Y Y 

8.11 S w m p  Msglolia M.gnolii nrginiuu L Y Y 
8.12 Slrr4xn-y Bush Euonymua atn&at-ur (L) Y 
8.13 Holly 

Y 
llex 0p.u  it. Y Y 

8.14 Winlubemy Holly I.r vwlkinau (I) Gr8y Y Y 
8.15 Fricqo-Tm ChionrrUur vkginia L Y Y 
8.16 Elderbmy S M ~ b u u r  urudensi# L Y Y 
8.17 J-se Hmytuckk Lonicara jmpanio Thunb.rg Y 
8.10 T ~ m p . 1  H ~ s U G k l a  

Y 
L-8 $-OM L. Y Y 

8.19 Coral-Em Symphariclrpoa abiPIlal.tur Momh Y 
8.2 (8.20) Bullon Bush 

Y 
CL!JhElmthur occidmlalir L Y Y 

8.21 PYVirJge Berry MildmUa repem L 
8.22 B!uatr 

Y Y 
Housloni. caenm L Y Y 

8.23 ~ v g * ~ o u ~ l o n *  Houslonia p r p r a a  L. Y Y 
9.01 (9.1) Crvu  ~ l y o n ~ .  nptdvi. discdu (push) ~unal  
9 02 19.2) Ad8m.and.Ere 

Y Y 
A D k l n m  hyemale IWIIM.) T u r w  Y Y 
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Y Y 
Y Y 
Y Y 
N Y 

Y 
Liparis lillifolia (L.) Lindley 

Y 

9.1 1 Showy Orchis Y Y 
Orchis spadabilis L 

9.12 R w o d  Fricged Or- Y Y 
Habwria I ra W. Lodd 

9.13 While Frhg.d Om. Y Y 
Habaui. blephariplo(lia (Willd.) Hook- 

914 Yellow Fringed Or- OTHER Y H a h w i a  ciliarir (L.) R. Br. 
9.15 Grssnvood Orchis Habenoria davellata ( M ~ ~ I x . )  Sprsngd 
9.18 Yellow Lady's S1ipp.r Cypipediun ulcmlus L 
9.17 Pink Lady's S l i m  Y Y 

Cypripedim acaule Ail. 
9.18 L8dias' Tresses Y Y 

Spiranther sp. 
9.19 Pitcher Plsn( Y Y 

Slnacania parpuree L. 
9.2 (9.20) Yellow T-I Smaranie nava L Y Y i 

9.21 Alamarco Lily Y Y 
Zephyranther a lamw (L.) Herben 

9 . n  s l . r ~ r~ * .  Y Y 
Hypoxis hrsula (L) Coville 

10.01 (70.1) Ernasling Y Y 1 I Gluphalium oblusildiun L. 
10.02 (10.2) Wata Plantain Alima w w d a l a  Rat 
10.03 (10.31 Cmolilu Elaphanrs F& El.phMopus wolinurus R a w x h  
10.04 (10.4) Alun Roa H&aa mnwicalu L 
lO.OS(10.5) Ind*nPi h t r o p 8  unitlua L 
l0.w (10.6) S o u t h  Lobalia Lob.lia gawjana McVmgh 
10.07 (10.71 Aatw sp. 
10.M) (10.8) Wmer P v  

L K l W  fluidma (L.1 Gaerlnm 
H*omty1. vnkllal. L. 

10.09 (10.9) Tkk Traloif 
10110.10 Shrubby SL Jokn'a-Wa( 
1.0111.1 SUWa.wdm- 
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259 

261 
3 
265 

265 
t66 
267 
- 
2% 
270 - 
271 
?72 
173 
i74 
275 
276 
177 - 
!78 - 
:= 
?a0 
.at 
82 
83 
7 

04 . 
35 
36 
37 - 
38 " 
30 
31 - 
32 
33 
14 - 
35 
36 
17 
I8 
IS 

NUMBER 1 WPA COMMON NAME I WPA SCIENTIFIC 1 SPECIMEN ( WATERCOLOR 1 REPRODUCED -- 
11.12 Yellow Lady Slipper Cypripedium calceolus L Y Y 

12.01 (12.1) Pale-Leaved Sunflower Helianlhus slnrmosus L. Y N 
12.02 (12.2) N w  York Ironweed Verncnie noveboracensir (L.) Michx. Y N 
12.03 (12.3) Slender Bush Clover Lespedeza virginics (L.) Britlon Y N 
12.04 (12.4) Lim's-FWI Prenanlhea serpenlaria Pwsh Y N 
12.05 (12.5) na label none Y N 
12.06 ,(12.6) M label naM Y N 
12.07 (12.7) no label rn Y N 

~'H1plop8ppus 
rilialus (Null.) DC 

12.08 (12.8) no label Prionoprir senifolia Y N 
12.09(12.9) GrauM-Chany 

'I 
Phyralir virginiana Miller Y N 

12.1 (12.10) S l a d n  Flal-Toppad Gobn Rod Soliiago lenuifolia Purh Y N 
12.11 mlabef Y N 
12.12 Vuginia Knotweed Polygonurn virginiarnm L Y N 
12.13 Lw~aa1y-Flounr.d Goat's R u e  Tephroria rpicala (Wall) T. 6 G. Y N 
12.14 Vuginia Willow Ilea virginiu L Y N 
12.15 Horse Minl Mcnuda pundata L. Y N 
12.16 '- Tradercanlia virginiana L Y N 
12.17 No1eb.l nom y . N 
12.18 Bugle-Weed Lycows virginicus L. Y N 
12.19 SWISI~N~ PO8 Cassia niclilans L Y N 

12.2 (12.20) Hwwle'r Club Aralia spinom L Y N 
12.21 Bullon Snakercot Liilnr graminifolia (Wall.) W~lld. Y N 
12.22 . Smon Flowered Agrhcq Agimmia parv iha Ailm Y N 
12.23 C i l d l  PolenUIIe recta L Y N 
12.24 m lsb* nom Y N 
12.25 Cudi-l F l w r  Lobelia cordiilir L. Y N 
12.28 W~ld P i  Silohe caroliniana Walt Y NIA 
12.27 B k k - E W  Susan Rudb.dda him L Y NIA 
12.28 Thistle Ciraiun rp. Y NIA 
12.29 BendTangw Pmtslemon csneacm Brillon Y NIA 

12.3 (12.24) Puple Foxglwm bal in i r  p p e a  (L.) P- Y NIA 
12.31 Dillany C d l a  orgamides (L.) Brillon Y NIA 
12:32 Yellowed-Eyed Grass X@S mliiuu Wall Y NIA 
12.35 BvnbooBrin Smilax Isuilolia L. Y NIA 
12.34 Largarw~hmd 
12.35 C- 

VfkmunnudunL. Y NIA 
Oxypolis rigidiu (1.) Ad. Y NIA 

12.58 Hem-Leaved Alerandm Ziw Wera (Way) F.nuld. Y NIA 
12.31 1 WT,- Spiranther canu~ (L.) R i M  Y NIA 
12.37 11 m w  no hbd Y 
12.38 Grassleaved G O I ~  Alur  ~a.m(l~co g r m d i a  ( w i . )  S h i m  Y NIA 
12.39 Eeach-hms Evilagus virgimiana (L.1 Banm Y NIA 
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12.43 Moth Mullein 
12.44 BIach Medick 
12.45 Monkey F l m  
12.48 nohbei 
12.47 Fringad Lwta l r i l s  
12.48 Bullon Snakemol 
12.49 Slender Ladies Tresses 

12.5 (12.50) no labal 
12.51 nolakl 
12.52 water H .~ I&  
12.53 Black Haw 
12.54 Yellow Jerramim 
1255 BCI. Slammd Goldanmd 

13.01 (13.1) 'Sir-Bush 
13.02 (13.2) Wavy-Leaved AUw 
13.02 (13.3) ' ~ i ~ d  C-I 
13.04 (13.4) Lobalia 

3W 
301 

'Rwnd-Lemd h w g ~  
T h h n b l d  
Smmp Milkwad 
FY-Toppad Ooldaxod 

5pe.ding Aster 
Mhi(e Cam&, 

NUMBER 1 WPA COMMON NAME 1 WPA SCIENTIFIC 1 SPECIMEN ( WATERCOLOR I REPRO-. 
12.4 (12.40) Naked-Flowered Tick Trefoil Dearnodim nudiflorum (L.) DC. Y NIA 

12.41 no label no label 

14.03(14.3) R& F k m  
14.04 (14.4) CormWswedAl(e~ 
14.05 (14.5) Grand Pirn 
1 4 . 1 4 6  RUMlklg Cedr 
14.07 (14.7) no l a w  
14.C-5(14.8) MW 

3 12.42 no label no label 1 

4 14.09(14.9) m lebd 
5 14.1 (14.10) no label 

Verbasom blallaria L. 
'Medicago lupulina L. 
Mimulus ringens L 
no label 
Lyrimachia ciliala L 
Lialris graminilolia (Walt.) Willd. 
Spiranlhes gracilir (B'ielou) Bech 
no label 
no l a M  
Clcuta Marlala L 
Mbunnnn prunifolium L 
G e l r e m h  r ~ r v i r a n s  (L)  Jaume Sainl-Hilaire 
Solidago cssria L. 
Euonymus amsricanus L 
Aslor undulstus L 
D a w s  carob L 

~nbmone virginiam L 
A8clspias inurnala L 
Solidago gntninilol* (L)  ~alisb. 
Aster palms 
Lychnir alba Miller 
Uvularia perfoliala L 
h i 8  arbul~fdi. (L.) Elllon 
Silphiun lrifolialun L 
Aster i d w s  Michx. 
L ~ c r x m d i i  digilatum A Ilr. 
Aoalinis p r p r a a  (L.) -ell 
m labat 
no label 
no label 
no label 

Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 

Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 

Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y ' NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y NI A 
Y NIA 
Y NIA 
Y N. 
Y N 
Y N 
Y N 
Y N 
Y N 
Y N 
Y N 
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Summary Statement of Significance 

Lee Memorial Park, a 300-acre park on the southern edge of the City of Petersburg, Virginia, was 
established in 1921. The park is comprised of a variety of features that (1) reflect a local 
example of national trends in park landscape design and (2) represent a relatively rare physical 
manifestation of an important, but little known, women's work relief program of the Works 
Progress Administration (WPA). Under the WPA and the Petersburg Garden Club, unemployed 
African-American women cleared land, built trails, planted and labeled flowers and planted 
shrubbery to create the Lee Park Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary. Lee Memorial Park is 
therefore significant, at the local level, under Criteria A and C for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places. All of the park's features, including structures, road and trail systems, the Lee 
Park Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary and the ornamental and erosion control plantings exhibit a 
high degree of integrity. 

Tlte Park Landscape 

Thc public park inovcmcnt in the United Slates bcgan in the mid-nineteenll~ ccntury 
following European, parlicularly British, antecedents. The prevailing landscapc dcsign 
during Uiis period was the picturesque, naturalistic style. Toward thc cnd of tlie 
ninetccalii ccntury, ihc picturcsquc gavc way to 'cwildcrncss" as tho ideal landscapc 
(Jones 199461). During the early twcnticth cc~itufy, dtc wildcrncss idci-11 was 
ilnpicmcnted most promilienily by thc newly formed National Park Scrvicc (cst. 19 17). 
l l ic  Park Scrvicc implcmciitcd thcir landscapc pmgnm in national parks throughout thc 
country through a varicty of fedctal work pmgnms, including tlic Civilian Conservation 
Corps and the Works Progress Admi~~istmtion (McClclland 1993). Tilt landscapc 
dcsigns of municipal parks oncn rcprcscntcd local or rcgional vcrsions of thcsc national 
trends. Sucli was the casc with Lcc Memorial Park. 

The Wildcrncss Landsum 

The acquisition of 1700 acres of the Willcox watershed in 1894 by (hc City of Petersburg 
reilcctcd the new environmentalism of the late nineteenth century, a uniquely American 
pltcnomcnon (Joncs 19944 142; Robcrtsoi~ 1997:9). Tlic illdustrial l<cvolution. had 
transformed American society and the landscape; urban ccntcrs grcw npidly and 
cxtcnsivcly in rcsponsc to new industry, and fonner agricultural land was quickly bcing 
convcrtd to nctv urban uscs. Municipal planncrs scl oul lo pmtcct rcmai~ii~ig o p n  land 
for a varicty of public bcncfik, including the pmkctio'n of Llic public \valcr supply and 
thc crcadon of public parks. O h  thcsc efforts went hand in hand. 

A study of public parks in Massndiusclts rcvcalcd that the creation of many large 
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municipal and rcgional parks in thc late ninctecnth ccntuj  wcrc, in cffcct, initiated by tl~c 
constmction of public watcr supply syslelns (cf. Jones 1994). Strcarns locatcd in oullying 
arcas wcre da~nrncd lo form reservoirs, and largc arcas of land around thcsc rcservoirs- 

- 

known as the watersl~ed-wcrc brought into t11e public donlain to protcct thc watcr 
supply from pollution and developn~~nt. Tying ihe countrysidc to'thc urban centers, 
thesc watersheds becamc the focus of s o i ~ ~ e  of tile earlicst dcbatcs on oncn svacc 
conservation in the United Statcs (Jones 1994:54). In part to justify such largc 
undeveloped landholdings, many cities, including Pctersburg, cvcntually convcrlcd a 
portio~~ of the publicly-hcld watersl~ed lands to public parks. Lcc Mc~norial I'ilrk was 
carvcd out of a portion of the watcrshcd. 

Thrce particular features of the Lee Me~norial Park landscape reflect national trcnds in 
park d c v c l o p ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ t  in t l~c carly twcnticth ccntury. Two of tllcsc stcn~ dircctly from tl~c 
wildcrncss ~raradition in park landscape design: ihc conccpt of natural scenc& as a 
monu~ne~~t to local pridc and thc display of native flora for scientific and educational 

- 7  

purposes. The third landscapc feature, rccrealion, reflectcd attcn~pls to encoumgc thc 
public to visit t l~c parks wl~ilc providing opportunities for activc rccrcalion in additio~~ to 
the opportunities for passive recreation usually associated with sccnic parks. Thcse 
la~~dscapc fcatures arc discussed bclow in thc order in which they wcrc introduced into 
the park landscape. 

Lee Mc~norial Park as a Svnlbol of local Pridc 

The natural, undevcioped landscape of thc watcrsl~cds, such as that at Lec Mc~norial 
Park, fit well into thc "wildcrness" tradition for park landscapes popular at thc turn of thc 
century. In Inany cases. the natural landscape of thc ncwly-forn~ed parks bccamc 
nlonulncnts to local pride, in the sanlc nlanncr that the sccnic landscapes of Ycllowstonc 
(cst. 1872), Yose~nitc (1891). and othcr national parks served as monuments to thc nation 
(Joncs 1994:255). Lcc Park was designed lnorc specifically as a I I I ~ I ~ U I I I C I I ~  10 a 
particulur aspcct of Pctcrsburg's history. 

The City of Petersburg intentionally included a portion of thc Dirnmock Line (the Civil 
War earthwork fortifications that bordcrcd the southcm fringc of thc city) whcn sclccting 
a 462-acre tract of the Willcox watcrsl~cd for the crcation of Lcc Mc~norial Park. This 
ncw park was dedicated to the pcoplc of Petcrsburg and to "the tncmory of Gen. R.E. Lcc 
as a lestin~ony to his derense of Petersburg, 1864-1 865, to his greatness as a soldier, and 
to his nobility as a man" (Kober andWarc in press). 

Lec Park was crcatcd during a pcriod, which began in the late ~~i~lctcentl~ century, of 
social and cultural reflections on the Civil War. Son~e portions of lhc Amcrican public, 
particularly Soutllcn~crs, wcrc looking back with nostalgia to thc Civil War cra, a limc 
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ostcnsibly characterized by virtues that secnlcd to be croding in thc facc of urbanization. 
industrialization, and i~nnli~ration. Rivaled only by ~ c o r g c ~ ~ a s l ~ i n ~ t o n  in tlic public ' 

imagination, Robcrt E. Lee rmchcd thc hcighl of his reputation as a l~cro during this 
pcriod. 

Local examples of mcniorials to the Civil War and its Confcdcratc soldiers includcd thc 
construction of Blandford Church (1901) by the Ladies Menlorial Association of 
Pctersburg, and thc creation of the Pennsylvania Monument in 1909 on Wakcficld 
Avenue. Other groups across Virginia also were clmrly influenced by the cmcrging "cult 
of character" surrounding Lec. Tllc Arlington Association was fonncd i n  192 1 to 
prcscrve Lcc's lionic ncar Washington, D.C.; thc Robcrt E. Lcc Mc~norial Foundation 
sougl~t to restore his birthplace at Stratford, ill Westmorcland County; and Wasl~ington & 
Lcc University in Lexington sponsored a Lee Mcmorial Fund and Lee Metilorial 
Movenicnt to raise n~oney for a variety of purposes. Tliis ~iicnloriaiimtion ~~ iovc~ncn t  
peakcd in the Soutll when a gigantic likcness of the gcncral was cowcd into the facc of 
Stonc Mounltain ncar Atlatilu, Gcorgia (Connclly 1977: 123-28, 142). LCC Mcniorial Park 
reprcscnts a cultural landscape, ratlicr than a building or I I I O I I L I ~ C I ~ ~ ,  dcdicatcd as a 
~nc~norial to I<obcrt E. Lcc. 

Acdvc Rccreation 

Public parks created in the late ninetecntli century, wi~ctl~cr in the picturesque or 
wilderness styles, were designed primarily to provide thc burgeoning city populations 
with acccss to nature as a respite from the ills of urban living (Jones 1994:49-50). In ihc 
carly twentieth century, facilities for active rccrcation slowly joined passivc rccrcational 
fcaturcs in park landscapes. Wlicrcas passivc recreation dcpcndcd prinlarily on natural, 
or at least "naturalistic" landscape, active rccrcation required various s t~c tu res  and 
facilities, such as swininiing areas, ball fields, and playgrounds. Lec Mcrnorial Park 
contains landscape fcatures and built clc~ncnls rcflccting boll1 passivc and activc 
recrcational uses of the park. 

Tile City of Petersburg developed Lce Menlorial Park for passivc recreation in the 1920s. 
building 4.5 lnilcs of road and 3.5 miles oftrails (Kober and Wan: in press), but the City 
also i~itroduccd a nu~nbcr of facilitics for activc rccrcation. With thc construction of a 
ballling pavilion, a portion of Willcox Lake-wllicll no longer scrvcd as a rcscrvoir-was 
opencd to swi~ntning, and bnscball ficlds and picnic sllclters also wcrc C O ~ S ~ N C ~ C ~  i n  the 
park. Typical of such public facilities tl~rouglioul tlic South during tllc Jini Crow cm, thc 
lakc ar~d otllcr recrcatio~ial Cacilities wcrc not opcn to Arrican Americans. Pclcrsburg's 
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wl~ite citizens, however, made full use of the ncw walking trails, bascball diamonds, 
picnic tables, and swinlnling arca that had bcca providcd at public expcr~sc (Kobcr and 
Warc in prcss). 

Scicnlific Dis~lav of Nativc Flora 

The popularity of "wilderness" as the ideal landscape was also ~nirrored by increased 
scicntific interest in native flora and fauna at thc turn of the ccntury (Jones 1994:4 1; 
Kobcrtson 19979; Folsom 1992: 10). Nun~crous organizations and goven~lncntal 
agencies dedicated to scicntific study and protection of the enviro~~~ncnt wcrc foundcd by 
the tun1 of the ccntury, nn1ong thcnl tl~c A~ncrican Forcstry Association (1 876), thc U.S. 
Gcological Survcy (1879), the Sierra Club (1892), and the American Sccnic and IIistoric 
Prescrvation Society (1895). Parallel to this, a nu~nber of parks wcrc dcvcloped 
specifically for researcl~ and cducation on native plants; tl~csc include the Arnold 
Arboretum in Boston and the New York Botanical Gardcn (both 189 1) and thc Brooklyn 
Botanic Gardcn (l910), among Inany otl~crs (Folsom 1992:9). 

In national, state, and nlunicipal parks, displays of native plans were integrated into the 
ovcrall landscape design of the park. The Nalional Park Service developed policies and 
guidelines for the role of native plants in tl~c landscape designs for public parks, 
including policies for excluding all cxotic flora and fauna from the parks and dcvcloping 
"muscun~ wild plant gardens" (McClcllaad 1993:4, 155). 

Tl~e first wild flower garden was planned around the lookout at Glacier Point in 
Yosemile as a collaborative ctrort between the Educational and Landscape 
Divisions in 1925. It was not until tllc end of 1929 t11at wild gardens wcre 
considered a regular feature. (McClclland 1993: 158) 

Such lnuseuln gardens, also called "interpretive gardens," were included in national 
monun~cnls in tile 1930s (McClelland 1993: 159). 

In thc 1930s, Park Service activities wcrc supplcmc~~tcd througi~ a varicty of U.S. 
Governtncnt programs devclopcd to provide work rclief for U~ose IcR unernpioycd by t11c 
Great Dcprcssion. Plans for such work projccts wcrc dcvclopnl by each fcdcral agcncy 
in accordance with the Otnployment Stabilization Act of 193 I (McClclland 1993: 177). 
As tile Dcpression continued, t l~c federal govenl~ncnl initiated a nu~nbcr oCNcw Dcsl 
programs, including thc Public Works Ad~ninistralion (PWA) and t l~c Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC, initially undcr the E~ncrgcncy Conscrvalion Work Program) 
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in 1933, the Federal Emergency Relief Administratio (FERA) in 1934, and thc Works 
Progrcss Admil~istration (WPA) in 1935. 

Both t l~c  PWA and the CCC provided extensive assistance to the National Park Service 
by construction facilities in and making landscape i~~~provcn~cnts  to national parks. 
Undcr FERA, the National Park Scrvice took on thc role of coordii~ating "nationwide 
recrcational planning" and developing model rccrcational parks. l l ~ c  intention was to 
turn n~odcl parks over to state park systcms upon ll~cir completion (McClclland 
1993:195). T l ~ c  WPA, howcvcr, was adrniuistcrcd at thc statc lcvcl wit11 rcquisitc local 
sponsorship. Thus, the influence of WPA work programs on public parks dcpcndcd 
pri~narily on thc nceds and wants of cach mu~~icipality. 111 I'etersburg, t l~c  Lcc Park Wild 
Flowcr and Bird Sanctuary was crcatcd and in~plcmcntcd bctwccn 1935 and I940 as a 
work rclicf project sponsored by t l~c  l'ctcrsburg Gardcn Club and t l~c  City of Pctcrsburg 
under the aegis of the WPA's Women's and Profcssional Projects Division. 

T l ~ c  Lcc Park Wild Flower atid Bird Sa~lcluory 

The Lee Park Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary is pcrhaps the most significant clement in 
the landscape of Lee Mcmorial Park. Tl~is sanctuary was created under the fedcral WPA 
Women's and Professiol~al Projccts Division, administered by the Virginia stale WPA 
Womcn's Division dircctor, sponsorcd by the Pctcrsburg Gardcn Club, and in~plc~ncntcd 
by local women clnploycd undcr thc Wl'A program. Thus, thc sanctuary not only 
rcprcscnts important developinents in park landscape dcsign; it also represents a 
rclativcly rare cultural landscape manifestation of a fcderal program crcatcd, 
administcrcd, and implcn~enlcd by womcn. 

Tlie WPA Won~cn's and Profcssional Proiccts Divisioq 

The WPA program was initiated in 1935 with a $1.4 billion appropriation by Congrcss 
with t l~c  intention of providing work rciief for 3.5 million unemployed people (Badgcr 
1989:201). I-larry Mopkins, who had lcd UIC carlicr F E W  cfforts, was nalncd Dimctor of 
thc WPA, and he named Ellcn S. Woodward as WPA Assistant Administrator and 
Director of thc WPA's Women's and Professional Projects Division. Woodward was a 
talcntcd and effective administrator dcdicatcd to providing w o n ~ c ~ ~  with work rclicf and 
training opportunities; she was also politically astute enough to realize that a large aspcct 
of l ~ c r  job rcquired her to dispel the notion that women neither descrvcd rclicf nor could 
handlc a variety ofjobs previously hcld only by men. In closc and continual contact with 
tl~c First Lady, Elcanor Rooscvclt, Woodward used every opportunity available through 
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her job with t l~c  WPA and her involven~ent with the Dc~iiocratic Party and numerous 
women's rights groups to cl~ampion the causcs of 11011-discri~i~i~iation and wonicn's rights 
(Swain 1995:54,63,73). 

In Deccmbcr 1935, Ilopkins scnt a bullctin to all state WIJA ofices requiring that "tlic 
Dircctors of the Division of Wonicn's and Professional Projccts in all states and districts 
shall bc a woman" (quoted in Swain 199559). In Virginia, Ella Graharn Agticw was 
selectcd for this position; Agnew was a fonlicr ~nissionary, YWCA workcr, and was 
considered a "pioneer in rural cducation" (Swain 1995:58; I-lcincma~~n 1983:91). In 
1933, Agncw had advocatcd CCC camps for womcn, and although "this idca ncvcr took 
Iiold in Virginia.. .she proposed anotlicr form of conservation work for women: creating 
wildflower and bird sanctuaries" (Kobcr and Ware in press). 

The Citv of Petcrsbure and the Pctcrsburv Gardcn Club 

The City of Petersburg and tlic Pctersburg Gardcn Club lcd lo the developnient of a local 
women's rclicf projcct dcsigned to crcatc a cvildflower and bird sanctuary in Lcc 
Mctiiorial Park. The City of Pclcrsburg owned the land and maintained the park. Thc 
Pctcrsburg Gardcn Club, founded in 1925 as a local braricli of t11e Gardcn Club of 
Virginia (Kober and Ware in press), had 1iorticultural interest and expcrtisc and, 
importantly, was an organization conipriscd of womcii. Mrs. Donald Claibornc tloldcn, 
onc of thc founding mc~nbcrs of Ihc Pctcrsburg Gardcn Club, cnibodicd l l~c  growing 
intcrest in t l~e  study and prcscwation of Virginia's botanical rcsourccs in tlic 1930s. She 
also was a tirelcss workcr and strong lcadcr who would help Lce Mcnlorial Park bccomc 
an early model for cnvirorinicntal conscwation. 

The precise i~npctus for initiating the Lee Park sanctuary is unclear, but late in 1935, tllc 
WPA authorized the projcct with the Petcrsburg Garden Club and presumably tile City of 
Pctcrsburg (who owned and maintained the park) as local co-sponsors (Kober and Ware 
in press). Huldcn was nanicd supcwisor, and local wonicn wcrc pullcd fron~ tlic rclicf 
rolls to construct the sanctuary. The projcct continued fur fivc years, fioally c ~ ~ d i n g  in 
1940 whcn no additional funds for thc projcct \VCR authorized. 

Tlic Lco Park Wild Flowcr and Bird Saoctuaru 

Lee Memorial Park was an ideal location for the sanctuary. Local nmaleur and 
professional naturalists alrcady knew o f t l~e  general area for its rich botanical rcsources 
(Hawill 1972:28-29). 011 tlic boundary bctwccn two geological and floristic zoncs, thc 
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disadvantaged families, thousands of visitors toured the site. Upon reading one of 
Holdcn's rcccnt articlcs on thc sanctuary, for example, Arthur Bevan, State Gcoiogist of 
Virginia, wrote to Holden requesting directions to the sanctuary so that hc and his wife, 
"being entl~usiastic lovers of birds and our native plants" particularly to scc thc "spring 
migration of warblers" (Bcvan 1939). 

In fact, Lce Park was considered such a succcss that it scrvcd as thc n~odcl for other 
sanctuaries throughout Virginia, including those in Charlottcsville, Hopewell, Danville, 
and Norfolk (Key 1939:25-25; Kobcr and Ware in press), and several, if not all, ofthctn 
becanle popular with tourists and naturalists alike. In 1938, Cccil F. Dc La Barrc, 
Presidcot of the Virginia Wildlife Fcdcntion, wrote to tloldcn thanking her for 
information she had providcd that would appear in an upconling issue of Ifirginiu 
IVillli/e and requesting additional infonnatio~~ on the Petcrsburg, I~lopcwcll, and Norfolk 
sanctuarics (De La Barre 1938). Thc Ho~~cwcll sanctuarv was located adiaccat to the 
municipal airport at Sims' Lakk (The ~opcwel l  News 1638); the  orf folk-sanctuary latcr 
ex~~andcd to bccome the Norfolk Azalca Gardcns. site of Vireinia's allnual Azalea 

Ovcnll, the Lee Park Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary was an impressive example of a 
cooperative venture supported by federal and municipal governments and local 
organizations; in fact, the WPA programs in gcnenl were "well rcceivcd" in Virginia 
(Mcinemann 1983:lOl). It is not known how many sanctuaries were constructcd in other 
statcs under the WPA Women's and Professional Projccts Division, but at least one othcr 
sa~wtuary (the Dowman's Hill Prescrvc in Bucks County, Pennsylvania) was constructcd 
under thc WPA Wo~~icn's and Profcssiooai Projccts Division (Smill~ 199528-29). 
Howcvcr, neither the total nuinbcr of sat~ctuarics constructcd ur~dcr tllis progntn, nor 
thcir currcnt states of prcscrvation, is known. 

In 1940, the City of Petersburg compiled a map of Lee Pnrk showing the "present & 
proposed acreage" for the sanctuary. Thc map shows that that the "wild flower preserve" 
extcndcd across the cntire central portion of the park, between Willcox Lake and thc 
wcstcm extension of the central loop road through the park, the "wild flower and bird 
sanctuary" occupied a rectangular 29.5-acre area in t l~e  west-ccnlnl comcr of llrc park; 
and an area of 44.7 acrcs was markcd off in the extrcme southwcstcm portion of the park 
for an expansion of tile prcserve and sallctuary. In addition, tllc map is a1111otuted to show 
areas wherc cxtcnsivc all~oul~ts of l~ol~cysucklc had been plantcd to hclp control crosion. 



NPS Form 10-900-* 
(8-86) 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section -8,' Page 30 

OMB No. 10244018 

Lee Memorial Park 
City of Petersburg, VA 

In addition, an herbarium containing presscd, dried plant spcci~i~cns of 294 species of 
plants found or planted in Lee Park was compilcd as part of thc WPA projcct. Also, 
Bessie Nicmeyer Marshall, a local artist, was c o ~ ~ ~ m i s s i o ~ ~ c d  by thc Pctersburg Gardc~l 
Club (and parlially paid with WPA funds) to paint botanical watercolors of nlany of thesc 
specimens. Both the herbarium and the collccti611 of watercolors arc in cxccllcnt 
condition having recently been rehabilitated and rcliouscd in an acid-frce and climate- 
cootrolled environn~ent by tllc Pctcrsburg Garden Club; tllcy arc currently bcing curatcd 
by the Petersburg Gardcn Club at Centrc Hill Mansion ill Pctersburg. 

The 1940 map, the herbarium, and its accompanying watercolors provide an exccllcnt 
documentary record of the Lee Park Wild Flowcr and Bird Sanctuary. Tlie 1940 map 
cssentially documents the maximu~n extent of the WPA Women's Division activities in 
Lce Park, because the sanctuary project reccivcd no additional funding afler that ycar. 
Thus, the Lee Park Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary, along with other landscaping 
activities conducted as part of the projcct, extended across most arcas of the park. Of thc 
294 plant species docuo~cotcd in the Lcc Park tlcrbariuni, 175 spccics (or 60 perccnt) 
have becn idc~~tified in Lce Park during rcccnt botanical survcys of tllc park. 

It is inlportant to note that "landscaping" projccts, including the cons(ruction of 
sanctuaries, represented a small percentage of the projects conducted undcr the WPA 
Women's and Professional Projects. Over half of the projects conducted under this 
program were sewing projccts; others included houschold assistance, nursing, 
librarianships, and types of work that wcrc traditionally defined as "wo~nen's work" 
(Swain 1995:79-87). One of the most significant aspccts of thc sanctuary projccts, by 
contrast, is that such landscaping work was gcncrally co~~sidcrcd to bc "mcn's work." 
Thus, thc Lee Park Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary sewed to illustrate that wornen could 
perform outdoor labor, expanding thc traditionally confining rolcs for womcrl. 

The construction of tllese sanctuaries undcr the WPA represented a small pcrcentage of 
the total number of WPA projects developed for wonlen and the sanctuary projects 
employed only a small percentage of women who obtained work relief through the WPA. 
However, the sanctuary projects are important in that they represent pcrl~aps the only 
significant physical modifications to thc landscape undcrtaken by thc WPA Womcn's and 
Professional Projccts Division, siniilar to the public works landscape cnorts undcrtnkcn 
in national parks (cf. McClclla~ld 1993). Thus, t l~c Lee Park Wild Flowcr and Bird 
Sanctuary servcs as a physical nlanifcslation of this ilnportant, but liltlc known prograln 
of the New Deal en :  thc provision of work relief for womcn that llclpcd cxpand the 
traditionally-dcfined roles for womcn. 
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Integrity of Landscape Features in Lee Park 

Lcc Memorial Park is significant undcr Critcria A and C for listing in thc Natio~~al 
Rcgister of Historic Places as a historic district on tlle local and national levcls. This 
district co~~lpriscs a park landscape with a varicty of landscapc fcaturcs that ( I )  rcflcct a 
local example of national trends in park landscape dcsign and (2) rcprcscnt a rclativcly 
rarc physical manifestation of an important, but littlc known, womcn's work rclief 
program of tlic Works Progrcss Ad~nitlistration. 

In all, the Lee Memorial Park Historic District contains eight (8) contributi~~g clcn~enls 
(structures and landscapc features). Thcsc are: 

Willcox Lake 
Civil War earthworks 
Bath house 
Park Supcrinte~~dent's house 
The Lee Park Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary 
Tile general topography and vegctatio~i in tlic park 
Thc road and trail system 
n ~ e  park itself (as a memorial) 

Of these contributing elements, the structures and la~idscapc features that speciIically 
rcprescnt a local example of natio~lal trends in park landscape design are: 

Willcox Lake (as a rcscrvoir convcrtcd to a scenic park landscapc clct~~cnt); 
Civil War earthworks (i~icorporatcd into the park la~~dscape as a "memorial"); 
Road and trail system (which provides pcdcstrian access through the park landscape); 
Ball1 house (at the cast end of the Willcox Lakc dam, rcflecting active rccrcatio~i) 
Park Superintendcnt's Iiouse (1616 Defense Road) 
tlic general topograpi~y and vegetation (rcflecti~~g tlie wildenless tradition and use of thc 
park for passive recreation); 
the Lee Park Wild Plower and Bird Salictuary (rcpresealing n~dilicatioii of tlie ~~atural 
landscapc to "c~ihat~ce" its wilderness cl~aracteristics and reflecting thc growing scic~ililic 
and cducatio~ial interest in native flora and fauna); and 

t11c park ihclf along with its name (rcflccti~~g 1920s ~ne~iiorializalio~~ ofllle Civil War). 
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Incorporated within these park landscape fcaturcs are features tllat specifically rcprescnt 
t11c womcn's work rclicf progranl of tllc Works I'rogrcss Ad~ninistratio~~ includc: 

tlic Lee Park Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary (wliicli was citcd across (lie central portion 
of tlic park); 
road and trail systcni (a large portion of wliicli was already in cxistcncc as part of tl~c 
park transportation system when tltc sanctuary was created, but was incorporated into and 
cxpandcd ;pan during the WPA progra~n); a ~ ~ d  
additional ornamental and erosion-control plantings (accotiiplislicd by the WPA work 
relief program t11rougliout other areas of llic park, including the areas of lio~icysuckle 
planted in the nortliern and soutlicasiem extremes of tl~c park). 

All of thc structures and features listed above cxl~ibit a high dcgree of integrity. Ovcrall, 
the park boundaries have changed only slightly since the park was first created in the 
1920s. Of the original 462 acres, 33 1 acrcs (or 72 percent) renlain within the current park 
boundaries; ca. 300 acrcs conlprisc the historic district and the rcnlaining 3 1 acrcs arc 
modcrn rccrea~io~~al faciliiics on Jol~nson Road that are excluded from the historic 
district. Thc gcncral wooded naturc and natural topography of the park is still vcry much 
in evidence. The Civil War earthworks are in excellent condition, allhough they have 
bcconlc woodcd ovcr and have slun~pcd sligl~tly from crosion. The "loop" road systcni 
througl~ the central por t io~~ of the park has not been altered, beyond sinlple grading and 
otllcr routine maintenance); and at least one trail (and possibly othcrs) constructed in the 
park arc visible. The actual swinlming beacl~ at the nor111 end o r  Willcox Lake was 
inundated when the level of Uic lake was raiscd, but the bat11 l~ousc still stands and is in 
good condition. Similarly, the Park Supcrintendc~~t's house at lG I6 Dcfcnse Road (upl~ill 
from thc west cnd of the Willcox Lake dam) still stands and is in good condition. 

The wild flowcr and bird sanctuary that occupicd much of thc ccntral portion of t l~c  park 
also is considered to exhibit a high degree of intcgrity, in that the natural topograpliy and 
vegetation still rcnlains largely unaltcrcd. Altl~ougll tile metal markers that once 
idcntilied various plant spccin~cns in the park arc no longer visible (and may be gone 
cntircly), thc herbarium and acco~llpanying watercolor images, well prcscrvcd and 
curated by t11c Pctersburg Garden Club, providc extcnsivc docun~c~ltation of thc plant 
spccics tl~at wcrc includcd in thc sanctuary. OTthc 294 plant spccics docunlentcd in thc 
Lcc I'ark I-lcrbarium, 175 spccies (or 60 perccni) liavc bccn idc~tiificd in Lcc Park during 
reccnt botanical suwcys ofthc park. 
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Lec Mcrnorial Park consists primarily of laiidscapc fcaturcs as opposed to buildings, 
monuments, or oilier constructions. Howcver, thc park docs contain scveral non- 
co~itributing structures within tlic park boundaries ihat arc liot co~isidcrcd to advcrscly 
affeci tlic llistoric inlcgrity of tlic park latidscapc as a wholc nor ofany spccific 
sigiiilicant landscape elcmcnt witliin the park. Thc iion-contributing structures arc: 

Willcox Lakc pavilion (thc picnic area located just cast the central cnirancc road); 
the two cinderblock outbuildings at 1616 Dcfc~isc Iload; and 
Cooper Field (a modem ballfield located just west of the cntrance road and ~iortli of the 
bird sanctuary area). 
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The following information is  the same for all photographs: 

Property: Lee Memorial Park 
Location: City of Petersburg, Virginia 
Photographer: Donald G. Jones 
Date of Photographs: March 16,2000 
Negative Number: 181 10 
Negatives filed at Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, Virginia 

Photo 1 of 16: Civil War earthworks ( ~ i m m o c k  Line), looking northwest 

Photo 2 of 16: Civil War earthworks (Dimmock Line), looking west 

Photo 3 of 16: Civil War earthworks (Dimmock Line), looking north 

Photo 4 of 16: Center road and area of WPA Bird Sanctuary, looking northwest 

Photo 5 of 16: Area of WPA Wild Flower Preserve, looking east from Cooper Field 

Photo 6 of 16: Loop road through WPA Wild Flower Preserve, looking west 

Photo 7 of 16: Ravine and Willcox Lake in WPA Wild Flower Preserve, looking east 

Photo 8 of 16: Area of WPA Wild Flower Preserve and Willcox Lake, looking northeast 

Photo 9 of 16: Willcox Lake from the dam 9and former swimming area), looking southwest 

Photo 10 of 16: Willcox lake and bathhouse from WPA Wild Flower Preserve, looking north 

Photo 11 of 16: Willcox Lake dam and bathhouse, looking east 

Photo 12 of 16: Bathhouse at east end of Willcox Lake dam, looking northwest 

Photo 13 of 16: Park Superintendent's house (1616 Defense Road) from Willcox Lake dam, looking west 

Photo 14 of 16: Ornamental plantings at west end of Willcox Lake dam (and Park Superintendent's house 
at 161 6 Defense Road on top of hill), looking west. 

Photo 15 of 16: Willcox Lake Pavilion, looking east. 

Photo 16 of 16: Cooper Field, looking west. 
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Geographical Data 

UTM References: 

Zone Eastine Northing 
1. (A) 18 286100 4120470 
2. (B) 18 286450 4120680 
3. (C) 18 286910 4118780 
4. (D) 18 286270 4118500 
5. (E) 18 285990 4119160 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The north boundary is Interstate 85, the west boundary extends from Interstate 85 south along 
Baylor's Lane to Defense Road then to Bannister Road; from Bannister Road the boundary turns east 
following the existing Lee Park boundary (behind a row of houses), then turns south extending to 
the Norfolk & Southern Railroad tracks; the southern boundary extends along the Norfolk & 
Southern Railroad tracks to Johnson Road; the eastern boundary runs north from the Norfolk & 
Southern Railroad tracks along Johnson Road, then veers west (toward the lake) following the 154- 
foot contour line along the top of the lake slope up to Defense Road, then extends northwest along 
Defense Road to the existing Lee Park boundary where it turns north following the existing Lee Park 
boundary along the west-facing slopes of Willcox Branch northwest to Interstate 85. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary of the Lee Memorial Park nomination primarily follows the existing boundary of 
Lee Park, most of which is also the historic boundary for Lee Memorial Park. Thus, the 
nomination encompasses about 300 acres of the historic 462-acre park. Most of the 13 1 acres of 
the original park not included in this nomination were sold by the City of Petersbwg and have 
been extensively modified (e.g., the construction of the Virginia National Guard building on 
Baylor's Lane); another small section of the park not included in the nomination (a portion at the 
intersection of Johnson Road and Defense Road) contains extensive and modem recreational 
facilities. 








